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Tasveer and Vacheron Constantin are delighted to present the exhibition Institutions by Christopher Taylor 
at Exhibit320, New Delhi. 

The photographs in this exhibition explore the interiors of Imperial buildings in Mumbai and Kolkata. 
Taylor’s eloquent depictions of some of the quintessential emblems of British rule, attempt to unravel the 
legacy of colonialism, considering its ambiguities and its impact on contemporary Indian society. 

Christopher Taylor’s photographs were described by the noted author and publisher Naveen Kishore as 
“haunted by the ‘then’ of a previous long-passed moment.” His images explore notions of memory both 
real and conceived, considering the idea that the past can be revealed, understood and revisited through 
enduring symbols and emblems within the landscape. A zoologist by training, and a self taught photographer, 
Taylor’s interest in photography began in his teens when he worked as a beach photographer in the UK. 
His extensive travel through Asia, (particularly India and China), has inspired his various photographic 
projects, exhibitions and books. Most recently, he collaborated with Soumitra Das of The Telegraph, for 
‘White & Black, A Journey to the Centre of Imperial Calcutta’. 

From his first visits to India in the 1980s, Taylor was struck by the country’s architecture, particularly 
fascinated by the once colonial capital of Calcutta, and the industrial centre Bombay, which for him 
were windows into history, built on a heritage inherited from pre-Independence with buildings conceived 
by European architects. Intrigued by the palpable residue of colonialism, which appeared not just in 
architecture but also in organisational structures daily life, Taylor began his visual anecdotes of India’s 
tumultuous history, focusing on the interiors of buildings with which he had a personal resonance. 

Rather than a documentation of a true past or history, Taylor’s photographs propose an intuitive connection 
with his subject, triggering a fictitious memory of an imagined past, inspired and informed by the artist’s 
own fascination with history and literature, as well as the viewer’s residual memories. His approach to image-
making avoids colour, with a focus on specific elements, characteristics and outwardly mundane details 
of the environment, all of which have a significance, but aren’t necessarily or immediately descriptive. 
Taylor’s photographs expose the transformed faces of what are the last redoubts of Colonial rule, where 
age and dramatic historical changes have mellowed their initial glamour and hauteur to a quiet dignity, 
which resists being disregarded or forgotten.
 

Opening and Preview: August 12th 2014, 7.00 pm - 9.00pm

Exhibition continues  August 13th - 31st 2014
   Monday to Saturday 10.30 am - 6.30 pm

   Exhibit320
   F- 320 Lado Sarai 
   New Delhi - 110030
   +91 11 46130637

Contact Annu Dey annu@tasveerarts.com  / +91 9481886913 
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About Tasveer & Vacheron Constantin
 

Established in 2006, Tasveer began as the first pan-Indian gallery dedicated exclusively to photography, 
conceptualised by Abhishek Poddar, Shalini Gupta and Naveen Kishore. The gallery is now the main 
photography venue in India with its primary space and head office in Bangalore, and additional spaces in 
Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and Ahmedabad. 

Tasveer represents photographers who have made significant contributions to the history of photography 
in South Asia, and promotes their work through an extensive exhibitions programme, publications, and 
collaborations with museums and arts organisations around the world.

For Season IX, Tasveer is pleased to announce its continued partnership with Vacheron Constantin.

Vacheron Constantin timepieces are renowned for their precision, technical ingenuity, and unmatched 
quality. Since 1775, Vacheron Constantin, has been sharing its passion for excellence through its support 
of international art and cultural institutions across the world. 

The support of creative disciplines is an intinsic value of the Vacheron Constantin brand and the 
impetus for many of their activities. Creativity is supported at various levels within the manufacture. 
This approach enables Vacheron Constantin to be at the forefront of technical and aesthetic 
innovations ensuring that the company remains contemporary. By partnering with Tasveer, Vacheron 
Constantin echo their key values and underline their consistent encouragement and promotion of 
creative excellence, whilst also expanding their commitment to India’s art and culture community.

“It’s been a pleasure to continue to partner with Vacheron Constantin, whose support of Tasveer’s 
programme has allowed us to really raise the standard for this season. We’ve been working with some 
fantastic artists, writers and curators to put together shows of iconic and classic photography, such as 
Karl Blossfeldt’s ‘Artforms in Nature’, as well as promoting important and progressive contemporary 
practitioners, such as fashion photographer, Ram Shergill – who I’m delighted to say will be having his 
first solo exhibition with us in India”, said Mr. Abhishek Poddar, Founder ofTasveer, about the partnership.

About Exhibit320

Exhibit320 is an organisational space for creative endeavour, aesthetic explorations, and furthering 
visual dialogues. Showcasing contemporary art from India and the sub-continent, the space is 
intended as a platform for new thoughts and ideas. The emphasis of the exhibition space is on art that 
engages in new means, both by thoughts and material, with the aim of discovering and encouraging 
contemporary and evolving talent. Exhibit320 supports seminars, lectures, and discussions, that 
contextualise art within critical discourse. Exhibit320 is located in the heart of Lado Sarai, in capital 
city of New Delhi, India providing dynamic and creative hub for artists, the arts and its audience. 

www.tasveerarts.com      www.vacheron-constantin.com      www.exhibit320.com
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Image use policy

All image captions must appear as they have been given to the lessee by Tasveer (see above), and neither abbreviated nor edited 
in anyway.

Any changes to the content such as the cropping of images, or image text overlay, must be approved by Tasveer before 
publication.

Content must not be republished at any point in the future without Tasveer’s prior permission.

The content in this press release is licensed solely on the condition that any such article is concluded with the following footnote:  
 
Christopher Taylor - Institutions is organised by Tasveer and forms part of the gallery’s 9th season of exhibitions, in partnership 
with Vacheron Constantin.
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